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LAMPLIGHTERS THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION EXPLORES THE CONFLICT BETWEEN CONSCIENCE AND AUTHORITY IN
THE ANDERSONVILLE TRIAL
Local theatre company joins with Battle of Nashville Preservation Society for Sesquicentennial Commemoration of the American Civil War 
Nashville, Tenn. - (April 18, 2011) - Set against the turbulent, raw-edged backdrop of the American Civil War, “The Andersonville Trial,” is a striking courtroom drama that is just as relevant today as it was when the real trial was being conducted in 1865. Saul Levitt’s intense examination of the tension between duty and conscience is offered through the joint efforts Smyrna, Tennessee-based Lamplighter’s Theatre Company and the Battle of Nashville Preservation Society, Inc., as part of the Sesquicentennial Commemoration of the American Civil War.  
Levitt based his play on the official records of the actual trial of Captain Henry Wirz, the commander of the Confederate prison camp at Andersonville, Georgia. The camp was little more than a stockade with no shelter from the winter cold or summer heat. Prisoner rations consisted of coarse corn meal. 41,000 Union soldiers were received at Andersonville. 12,913 died. Captain Wirz was the only man, North or South, tried and convicted for war crimes during the Civil War.
“The Andersonville Trial” remains a potent voice from the American stage, particularly in the wake of current events, says Lamplighters’ veteran director Mike Parker. “This play is remarkable for asking one of the quintessential questions of civilization – ‘When does conscience trump authority?’ You can’t spend time in the military and not understand the necessity of authority. In fact, disobedience to a lawful order is punishable by Court Martial. But blind obedience can lead to Auschwitz, My Lai, Andersonville, and Elmira. But just where is the line, and how do you know you’ve crossed it? These are not easy questions to answer.” 

Lamplighter’s Theatre Company and The Battle of Nashville Preservation Society, Inc. presents “The Andersonville Trial” June 17-18 in the sanctuary at the historic Downtown Presbyterian Church, 154 5th Avenue North, Nashville, TN. Performances are Friday at 
7:30 PM & Saturday at 3:00 PM and 7:30 PM. Tickets are available in advance at www.TicketsNashville.com  or may be purchased at the door. Doors open 1 hour prior to the show. Special pricing available for groups of 20 by calling 615-969-9273.
For more information on “The Andersonville Trial” visit us online at www.lamplighterstheatre.com  or www.bonps.org.
